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The reproductive system in animals varies in several ways. In higher organisms, the system is more complicated when compared with that of lower organisms (Vogt, 2017). Some animals such as the invertebrates may reproduce both sexually and asexually, while the vertebrates only reproduce sexually. Lower organisms are usually characterized by temporary gonads near the surface, while higher organisms have permanent gonads that lie deeper and often involve intricate duct system.  Some animals undergo hermaphroditism in which one individual has both male and female organs, and this is mostly common in lower invertebrates and some exceedingly advanced animals such as the lower fishes while separate sexes occur in simple animals such as sponges. Copulatory organs occur in some lower organisms like flatworms, but are not present in most vertebrates an exception being reptiles and mammals. Besides, in higher animals, there is a trend of increased parental care due to the fact that they give birth to fewer offerings than in lower animals that produce more offspring.  
Humans are unique in the way they reproduce. Unlike other groups of animals such as fishes, reptiles, amphibians and most invertebrates who can reproduce both sexually and asexually humans can only produce sexually (Brohi et al., 2017). For a human to reproduce, there must be a fusion of gametes, and hence they cannot reproduce independently. Humans give birth to live young ones unlike animals such as the birds who lay eggs. Besides, fertilization in humans is internal unlike for groups such as amphibians and fish that undergo external fertilization. Additionally, humans undergo menopause a condition which is not common in all the other groups of kingdom animalia. While they undergo menopause, other animal’s reproductive organs remain productive for as long as they live. However, research has found out that apart from human, whales also undergo menopause.
The growth of a multi-cellular being begins from a single-celled zygote and undergoes a cleavage process, where there is multiple cell division to form a blastula (Ivanovs et al., 2017). During this period, the zygote divides into many smaller cells without an increase in mass. The blastula then forms a blastocyst in the next phase of development. Here, the blastula arranges themselves into two layers; the inner layer known as the embryo blast and the outer layer called the trophoblast. The embryo blast develops to form the embryo while the trophoblast contributes to the placenta. After that, the blastula moves to the next stage, where they re-arrange themselves into three layers, namely the ectoderm, the endoderm and the mesoderm. These layers are called germ layers, and they later differentiate into various organ systems.
Each germ layer has adult tissues that develop from them. The mesoderm has skeletal muscles, kidney cortex, connective tissues, blood vessels, cartilage, and joints, among other issues. The ectoderm contains epithelial tissues such as the epidermis, modified epidermal tissues like fingernails and hair, skin glands, salivary glands and nervous tissues. Finally, the endoderm produces the digestive tube and the organs related to it, such as the cecum, intestines, pancreas, lungs, and prostate, among other organs (Wu et al., 2018).
The developing organism is often very subtle to cues from the environment and genetic factors.  The sensitivity makes them vulnerable, and in case of any disruption, the developing individual may not survive or may be born with various abnormalities (Brohi et al., 2017).  When disruptions occur, the embryo fails to be implanted on the uterine walls, and it gets aborted. Thus, many impaired embryos during development are naturally terminated even before the mother knows that she is expectant. Defects in organs that the embryo does not depend on while still inside the mother's womb, such as the lungs, are not toxic but usually cause complications to the child once born.
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